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Response to Amendment 

This office action is responsive to Applicant's amendment received on Sep. 15, 
2005. Claims 1 and 1 1 are amended. Claims 9 and 12 are cancelled. Claims 22 and 23 
are added. Claims 1-8, 10-11, and 13-23 are pending. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Joseph P. Lally on 12/9/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 22. (Original) A computer program product comprising computer 
executable instructions, stored on a computer readable storage medium for maintaining 
an in service date (ISD) representative of the date on which an electronic device is 
placed in service, comprising: 

instructions for determining, upon powering on the elctronic device, whether a 
valid date has ever been entered into the electronic device; 

instructions for prompting a user to enter a valid date responsive to determining 
that no valid date has ever been entered into the device; 
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instructions for setting a date valid flag (DVF) responsive to entry of a valid date 
into the device; 

instructions for determinig the current date and storing the current date as the 
ISD responsive to determinig that (a) the DVF is TRUE, (b) the electronic device has 
been functionsing for a specified duration, and (c) the ISD is not currently stored; 

instructions for preventing a user from altering the ISD, once established, without 
entering an unlocking code obtained from the manufacturer of the device. 

Claim 22. (Amended) A computer program product comprising computer 
executable instructions, stored on a computer readable storage medium for maintaining 
an in service date (ISD) representative of the date on which an electronic device is 
placed in service, comprising: 

instructions for determining, upon powering on the elctronic device, whether a 
valid date has ever been entered into the electronic device; 

instructions for prompting a user to enter a valid date responsive to determining 
that no valid date has ever been entered into the device; 

instructions for setting a date valid flag (DVF) responsive to entry of a valid date 
into the device; 

instructions for determinig the current date and storing the current date as the 
ISD responsive to determinig that (a) the DVF is TRUE, (b) the electronic device has 
been functionsing for a specified duration, and (c) the ISD is not currently stored; 
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instructions for preventing a user from altering the ISD, once established, by 
issuing an ISP error message responsive to determining that the ISP is after the current 
date, before transitioning the svstem to a normal operating mode, w ithout entering an 
unlocking code obtained from the manufacturer of the device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-8, 10-11, and 13-23 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Prior arts of record fail to disclose determining whether or not the in service 
date/start of service date is after the current date and if so, issuing an error message 
before transitioning the system to a normal operating mode. 

Rydbeck, U.S. Patent No. 6,163,693 discloses establishing the warranty period 
and is silent about comparing the start of service/warranty period with the current date 
to determine the validity of the start of service date. 

Findikli et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,529,727 discloses comparing the current time 
with the activation period and determining whether the activation period is still valid, i.e., 
the current time falls within the activcation period. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3796. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Arezoo Sherkat 
Patent Examiner 
Group 2131 
Dec. 9, 2005 



